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EnergIIZE Megawatt Charging System (MCS) Application Guide
Addendum to the 2025 Q3 Implementation Manual

Applications may be completed in the secure Incentive Processing Center (IPC) application portal (https://calstart3.my.site.com/apply/s/) starting at 9 a.m. Pacific Time (PT) on October 28, 2025 until the application window closes at 5 p.m. PT on February 26, 2026.

INTRODUCTION
This Application Packet is provided as an addendum to the 2025 Q3 EnergIIZE Implementation Manual,
available at https://www.energiize.org/resources. This document serves as a guide for the application, or Step 1, of the Energy Infrastructure Incentives for Zero-Emission (EnergIIZE) Commercial Vehicles
Project Megawatt Charging System (MCS) funding lane. Applicants should refer to the Implementation Manual for full details on eligibility, award process, project step requirements, duties and responsibilities, and contract provisions.

MCS APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS
These application instructions are specific to the MCS funding lane. 
1. Read this Application Packet completely. 
2. Review the MCS Incentive Processing Center Instructions attached document for instructions on completing your application to the IPC.
3. Create an account within the IPC or log in at https://calstart3.my.site.com/apply/s/. 
4. Starting at 9 a.m. PT on October 28, 2025, log in to the IPC and begin your application for the new incentive structure.
5. Submit the completed application within the IPC. MCS applications will be under review the week after the application window closes. The application window will close at 5 p.m. PT on February 26, 2026.




MCS ELIGIBILITY 
Refer to Implementation Manual Section 3, Eligibility for full details on eligibility and roles. The infrastructure projects for conditionally awarded incentives must be for battery electric infrastructure that uses the Megawatt Charging System (SAE J3271), serve medium- and heavy-duty (MDHD) zero-emission commercial vehicles and serve drayage operations. If one of the following criteria apply to the Applicant Team, they are eligible for participation during this funding window:
1. The project may be private, shared, or public access (see ‘Key Terms’ in the EnergIIZE Implementation Manual for definitions of these access types) and must serve drayage operations.
2. Charging as a Service (CaaS) models are eligible for funding if the infrastructure being installed uses the Megawatt Charging System (SAE J3271) and serves drayage operations.

EnergIIZE incentives must support infrastructure projects that will serve zero-emission MDHD vehicles in operation immediately or within three (3) months of project commissioning. Projects will be asked to identify the quantity of vehicles to be supported at time of application submittal and throughout the project process. The Applicant must demonstrate commitments for MDHD ZEV purchases, leases, or other documentation showing vehicles will be operational within three (3) months of project commissioning. For shared access sites, the Applicant must demonstrate agreements with at least one MDHD fleet or user that will begin utilizing the infrastructure within three (3) months of commissioning. For all site access types (public, shared, and private), Applicants must identify in their application:
· The number of MDHD vehicles expected to utilize the incentivized infrastructure within three (3) months of project commissioning; and
· The basis for these estimates, supported by documentation such as purchase orders, fleet contracts, or signed affidavits. 

An Applicant may be a commercial fleet vehicle operator applying on behalf of their organization, a site owner, authorized lessee, an authorized representative of an infrastructure site, or an EnergIIZE Approved Project Partner. The Applicant attests that they are the responsible party and will remain so from planning through the end of the six-year operation requirement.

An Approved Project Partner may apply on behalf of an Applicant who meets one of the eligibility criteria above as the filing representative. Refer to Implementation Manual Section 3.2, Approved Project Partners for more information.

Multiple applications for unique project sites under the same Incentive Recipient Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN) will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis. Incentive Recipients, as identified by the Incentive Recipient TIN, may NOT be awarded more than 25 percent of total available funding in the MCS funding lane. Additionally, no Incentive Recipient may have more than a cumulative total of 50 active applications/projects open across CEC funded block grants and solicitations.

Applicants who will be installing infrastructure that uses the Megawatt Charging System (SAE J3271) are encouraged to apply under the MCS funding lane as these funds do not compete with non-MCS projects.

MCS APPLICATION READINESS TIERS
MCS application priority will be determined on project readiness (Readiness Tiers). The Readiness Tiers are outlined in the MCS Project Readiness Tiers table below.

Conditional awards will be made to applications in Tier 1 first, then Tier 2, and lastly Tier 3, based on the availability of funding. In the event of multiple applications in the same tier, funding decisions will be decided by application timestamp, with the first application submitted in the IPC being the first awarded. 

Applications will be reviewed in 2 batches. The first review will begin the week of January 6, 2026 and the second review will begin following the closure of the funding lane on February 26, 2026. 

MCS Project Readiness Tiers
	Priority
	Readiness
Tier
	Documents Provided at Time of Application

	Awarded
First
	Tier 1
	Site Verification Form + Final Site Design + Issued Building Permit +
Formal Charger Equipment Quote (with supplier estimated lead time) 

	Awarded Second
	Tier 2
	Site Verification Form + Final Site Design + Submitted Building Permit
Application + Formal Charger Equipment Quote (with supplier estimated lead time) + Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ) Permitting Checklist 

	Awarded
Third
	Tier 3
	Site Verification Form + Preliminary Site Plans + Formal Charger
Equipment Quote (with supplier estimated lead time)



All awarded projects must serve drayage operations.
MCS PROCESS OVERVIEW
Eligible MCS Applicants may pursue one of the following:
1. Submit an EnergIIZE MCS application for infrastructure incentives. The application will be reviewed, then, if conditionally awarded, the Incentive Recipient must be prepared to present a vehicle voucher or request for vehicle voucher (from the California Air Resources Board’s (CARB) Hybrid and Zero-Emission Truck and Bus Voucher Incentive Project (HVIP) or similar vehicle incentive program) in Step 3.
2. Submit a vehicle voucher application to a vehicle incentive program, then proceed to applying for the EnergIIZE MCS funding lane. 

FUNDING SUMMARY – WHAT’S COVERED
Qualified Applicants are eligible to receive the following incentives:
	[bookmark: _Hlk194570681]Infrastructure Type 
	MCS Per Charging Port Incentive Amount 
	Maximum Award Per Project 

	MCS Charging Port 
	$450,000 
	$2,500,000



Note that incentives may cover up to but not more than 100 percent of per item costs. 
EnergIIZE incentives will be paid on a per port basis with a capped incentive amount. Conditional award amounts may decrease if the project scope is reduced (e.g. fewer ports or lower-cost equipment) but will not increase after notice of conditional award. Unused funds cannot be reassigned to reach the maximum award.  

APPLICATION PACKET CHECKLIST
Please refer to Implementation Manual Section 5, EnergIIZE Award Process for more information on the requirements for later project steps. EnergIIZE staff are available to answer your questions regarding the application process at infrastructure@calstart.org. Applications should include the following information and documents:
· Site Verification Form – The Site Verification Form is required for all Applicants, regardless of whether the Applicant owns the land they intend to install infrastructure on. This form provides authorization of installation work by the property owner. If new or upgraded equipment is provided by the utility, then proof of easement is required. Multiple types of easements may be accepted. 

· Formal charger equipment quote with supplier estimated lead time
· Issued Building Permit (Tier 1 only)
· Final Site Design (Tier 1 and 2 only)
· (Optional) Safety Plan (in compliance with SAE J3271 standards)
· Submitted Building Permit Application (Tier 2 only)
· Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ) Permitting Checklist (Tier 2 only) 
· Preliminary Site Plan (Tier 3 only) – See example of preliminary site plans in attached application materials.
· Proof of ownership, purchase order(s), or proof of customer base for MDHD ZEV(s)-Purchase order, lease agreement of at least five years, vehicle registration, fleet letter of intent, or proof that the chargers will have a reliable customer base of MDHD ZEVs within three months of project commissioning. For private access sites, the Applicant must commit to MDHD vehicle purchases, leases, or other evidence that vehicles will be present within three months of project commissioning. For shared access sites, the Applicant must commit to having agreements in place with a minimum of one MDHD fleet or user within three months of project commissioning.
· Confirmation of Request for Service from the local utility, notice that project site utility coordination is being assessed for energy load capacity, or that the Applicant is coordinating with utility. This may include:
· Copy of request for new service from the local utility (e.g., email correspondence with the utility) containing the ticketed request for new service. This may also entail communication with your utility asking for new service. EnergIIZE understands capacity studies may take several months before proof of new capacity can be secured. 
· Proof of participation in available utility programs for make-ready funding, for projects in Investor-Owned Utilities (IOU) territories where such programs currently exist. Proof of participation in make-ready programs may include the Customer Agreement Form signed by the site operator. Participation in such programs is not a prerequisite for participation in EnergIIZE.
· (If Applicable) Letter of Agreement with the Associated Fleet – For Charging as a Service (CaaS) Applicants only: Infrastructure which is to be used on the CaaS model and/or installed through a CaaS vendor must include evidence of a letter of agreement with the associated fleet. 
· Acknowledgment of EnergIIZE Incentive Recipient Terms and Conditions – In Step 1, it is the participant’s responsibility to read and understand the EnergIIZE Terms and Conditions.
· Acknowledgment of the EnergIIZE EVITP, DIR, & Insurance Compliance Affidavit – In Step 1, it is the Applicant’s responsibility to read and understand the Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Training Program (EVITP), Department of Industrial Relations (DIR), & Insurance Compliance Affidavit.
· (If installing Non-APL Equipment) MCS Project Attestation of Codes and Standards Form– In Step 1 or Step 2, it is the Applicant’s responsibility to attest that the equipment being installed will meet all requirements of EnergIIZE approved equipment if the equipment being installed is not on the EnergIIZE Approved Products List (APL).

MCS ELIGIBLE COSTS
EnergIIZE eligible costs must include at least one new EV charger port per conditional award. The maximum potential grant award amount will be calculated by multiplying the per port funding cap by the number of charging ports being deployed for the project. Other eligible costs include hardware related to electrical and mechanical project needs, software, warranty, and maintenance. Refer to Implementation Manual Section 3.4, Eligible Project Costs for more information. At no time will the incentive conditional award exceed the per port incentive amount.
 Examples of eligible costs include: 
· EV Equipment 
· Electric vehicle supply equipment (EVSE) that supports Megawatt Charging System (SAE J3271). EV chargers meeting these requirements may be found on the EnergIIZE Approved Product List (APL), Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI) VPL (Vetted Product List), and Southern California Edison (SCE) APL Southern California Edison (SCE) APL. (If installing Non-APL equipment, the applicant must sign the MCS Project Attestation of Codes and Standards Form)
· Transformers 
· Switchgear, meter mains, and circuit breaker panels 
· Cables/wires
· Conduit
· Charger accessories 
· Utility service upgrades (e.g., amperage upgrades to infrastructure site) 
· Software 
· One-time network costs: Networked or "SMART" EVSEs are required. EnergIIZE provides incentives for the required initial network costs. 
· Fleet management software 
· Demand management software 
· Monthly service fees are not eligible for incentives through EnergIIZE.
· Maintenance
· One-time maintenance plan costs for eligible EVSE for the duration of the EnergIIZE operational period. 
· Warranty
· One-time warranty costs for eligible EVSE for the duration of the EnergIIZE operational period. 

NEXT STEPS
Once an application review period begins, EnergIIZE staff will review all completed applications. EnergIIZE staff reserve a grace period to ask clarifying questions via email of Applicants who submit complete applications. If an Applicant is non-responsive (within 15 calendar days), the application may be disqualified. If the requirements for Step 1 have been met and the application is selected for an EnergIIZE conditional award, then funds shall be reserved consistent with the incentive structure outlined in Implementation Manual Section 4, Incentive Structure. All Applicants will be notified of their award status via the application primary contact email within 60 business days of the designated review period start date. Please refer to Implementation Manual Section 5, EnergIIZE Award Process for more information on the requirements for later project steps.
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